Effects of dobutamine on aortic valve indexes in asymptomatic patients with bileaflet mechanical prostheses in the aortic valve position.
We investigated the effects of alternating transvalvular flow rate on Doppler-derived aortic valve resistance and valve area in asymptomatic patients with mechanical aortic valve replacement under dobutamine infusion. The Gorlin-derived aortic valve area and continuity equation-derived aortic valve area seem to be less flow dependent; valve resistance tends to be flow dependent.